




















FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
The following frequently asked questions are a result of the questions/

concerns brought forward by the Ad hoc Learning Committee

WEST CENTRAL  
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Dear West Central School Stakeholder:

In recent months the school district has been working to address questions and concerns related to 
student achievement presented to the West Central School Board in November of this school year. This 
process began with an Ad Hoc Learning Committee consisting of parents, teachers, administrators, and 
school board members. The ad hoc committee identified the most common questions/concerns as they 
relate to; personalized learning, standards-based grading, communication, student lack of interest in 
learning.

From that committee’s work, a Learning Advancement Committee was formed. This committee 
prioritized the most common questions/concerns identified by the ad hoc committee. This document of 
Frequently Asked Questions is the end result of this committee. Readers will find that each school has 
provided answers to the same set of questions.

This work has been collaborative and is inclusive of multiple stakeholders in the West Central School 
District. Through the discussions held in the two committees, teacher meetings, administrative 
meetings, and school board meetings we are reminded that we need to be reflective and transparent 
regarding the teaching and learning practices in our classrooms.

Teaching and learning practices at West Central are not defined by one approach, i.e. personalized 
learning, customized learning, differentiated learning. We strive to use practices that are research based, 
and reflective of best practices found in education. Research and professional development related to 
best practices at the district level is ongoing.

The collaborative work over the past few months is for the benefit of our students. Working together we 
will continue to provide our students an education that reflects the best of West Central.

Brad Berens

Superintendent – West Central School District
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Does the learning environment at Humboldt Elementary include personalized 
learning? 

Humboldt Elementary currently uses research based instructional practices in our classrooms 
and follow the standards aligned with our math and ELA curriculum.  

Q.
A.

Q. At Humboldt Elementary, are students allowed to retake tests? If yes, how does this 
help a student? 

A. No, all teachers work with students who need additional practice to learn the standard. 
This is about scaffolding and learning.

Student progress is tracked in a variety of ways: spreadsheets, Empower, Zearn, NWEA, 
Map Fluency, Map Skills, DRA, Visuals for students such as Mission Tracking for Math, 
goal sheets, and magnet boards.A.

Q. How is student progress being tracked at Humboldt Elementary? 

Q. Are changes in the learning environment being planned for 2020-2021 school year? 

A. Changes have been occurring throughout the the 2019-2020 school year and we are 
constantly working to implement best practices and will continuously look for ways to 
improve the delivery of instruction. Therefore, no major learning environment changes are 
planned for next year.

Q. At Humboldt Elementary, what resources are teachers provided in order to help them 
develop effective learning environments? 

A. NWEA is an effective tool for learning; however, more Professional Development and time 
are needed to help us maximize this resource. 
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Yes (see next question for further explanation).A.
Do grading practices include standards-based grading (i.e. 1,2,3,4)? Q.

We will continue to utilize standards based grading and parents should expect new 
clearer reporting methods for 2020-2021 and paper report cards.A.
What grading practices will be used for the 2020-2021 school year? Q.

From Hartford Elementary to Humboldt, the same grading is utilized, so the transition should 
be easy for students. A.

How does Humboldt Elementary help students and parents understand grading practices 
when students transition from elementary school to middle school, or middle school to high 
school? Q.

Empower and NWEA — staff needs additional training in success criteria (Rubrics) for all 
grades to help better define scores.A.
What resources are provided to help teachers develop effective grading practices? Q.
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A.
Q. Does Humboldt Elementary use Empower? If yes, are there any changes planned for 

the 2020-2021 school year? 

Yes, we will continue to utilize Empower to track progress.  Going forward, however, 
we are considering not utilizing Empower for communication purposes and sending 
home paper report cards.

A.
Q. What means of communication are used to communicate with parents?

Class Dojo; if parent/guardian(s) email or call, we will respond in the same manner. 

FAQs  -  COMMUNICATION

A.

Q. What is the protocol for communicating with parents of students who are struggling 
academically? 

Parent contact is made on Class Dojo or by a phone call. Also, conferences, counselor 
check ins, PBIS Committee Review, TAT process, and behavior plans allow us to 
communicate with parents of students struggling socially.

A.

Q. What is the protocol for communicating with parents of students who are struggling 
socially? 

Contact with parents is made via Standards Based Report Cards, NWEA Scores, RTI 
Committee Review, Title Services, TAT process, and conferences.

WEST CENTRAL  
ELEMENTARY
K-5 HUMBOLDT




















































How does the Humboldt Elementary school monitor whether the learning 
environment is detracting or contributing to student interest in learning? 

A.
Q.

This is done by teacher observations and monitoring student progress (NWEA scores 
and progress on standards). 

Is flexible seating used at Humboldt Elementary?  If yes, why? 

A.
Q.

Yes, teachers have reported that students demonstrate collaboration, engagement, 
and sensory needs are met through the use of flexible seating.  Teachers set 
guidelines and expectations for students and will monitor the use of flexible seating.

As a parent, if I have concerns about my child’s/children’s learning, what steps can I 
take to communicate my concerns? 

A.
Q.

Class Dojo, Email, Phone Call, set up a meeting with the teachers, attend conferences.

What are some collaborative steps I can take with teachers if I notice my child(ren) 
has/have a loss of interest in learning? 

A.
Q.

Contact your child’s teacher directly as soon as there is any issue. 
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