




















FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
The following frequently asked questions are a result of the questions/

concerns brought forward by the Ad hoc Learning Committee

Dear West Central School Stakeholder:

In recent months the school district has been working to address questions and concerns related to 
student achievement presented to the West Central School Board in November of this school year. This 
process began with an Ad Hoc Learning Committee consisting of parents, teachers, administrators, and 
school board members. The ad hoc committee identified the most common questions/concerns as they 
relate to; personalized learning, standards-based grading, communication, student lack of interest in 
learning.

From that committee’s work, a Learning Advancement Committee was formed. This committee 
prioritized the most common questions/concerns identified by the ad hoc committee. This document of 
Frequently Asked Questions is the end result of this committee. Readers will find that each school has 
provided answers to the same set of questions.

This work has been collaborative and is inclusive of multiple stakeholders in the West Central School 
District. Through the discussions held in the two committees, teacher meetings, administrative 
meetings, and school board meetings we are reminded that we need to be reflective and transparent 
regarding the teaching and learning practices in our classrooms.

Teaching and learning practices at West Central are not defined by one approach, i.e. personalized 
learning, customized learning, differentiated learning. We strive to use practices that are research based, 
and reflective of best practices found in education. Research and professional development related to 
best practices at the district level is ongoing.

The collaborative work over the past few months is for the benefit of our students. Working together we 
will continue to provide our students an education that reflects the best of West Central.

Brad Berens

Superintendent – West Central School District
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Does the learning environment include personalized learning? 

Although instruction at Hartford Elementary does not include personalized learning, it does 
include differentiated instruction in small groups based on data gathered through 
assessments and observations. 

Q.
A.

Q. At Hartford Elementary, are students allowed to retake tests? If yes, how does this 
help a student? 

A. On tests, students are encouraged to go back and check any incorrect answers without a 
change in score. On daily practice activities (not tests), students receive reteaching and 
intervention practice based on student mistakes. 

Student progress is tracked continually through multiple avenues, such as DRA 
(Developmental Reading Assessment), NWEA MAP Growth and Fluency, intervention 
screeners, Zearn data, daily practice,  teacher observation, writing samples, and 
quarterly report cards.

A.
Q. How is student progress being tracked at Hartford Elementary? 

Q. Are changes in the learning environment being planned for 2020-2021 school year? 

A. No, there will be no learning environment changes for next school year. However, in 
March of this year, we introduced a classroom set of iPads into each of the Second 
Grade classrooms, which is a change from the five they had previously. These iPads 
are to be used as a supplemental resource for research, testing, and intervention/
enrichment activities.

Q. At Hartford Elementary, what resources are teachers provided in order to help them 
develop effective learning environments? 

A.
Teachers are provided with professional development throughout the year, curriculum 
training, team level common planning time, PLC time, NWEA assessments, PBIS, RTI, 
and TAT process for academics and behavior.
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Yes, Hartford Elementary is in its third year of implementation of Standards Based Grading. 
We utilize the numerical scale to communicate student progress and achievement on 
standards. 

A.
Do grading practices include standards-based grading (i.e. 1,2,3,4)? Q.

Hartford Elementary will continue to implement Standards Based Grading practices for 
the 2020-2021 school year. A.
What grading practices will be used for the 2020-2021 school year? Q.

The transition from Hartford Elementary to Humboldt will see consistent grading practices.A.

How does Hartford Elementary help students and parents understand grading practices 
when students transition from elementary school to middle school, or middle school to 
high school? 

Q.

Teachers are provided with curriculum materials and assessments, NWEA data, team level 
conversations, collaboration, and PLC’s. We strive to continually improve upon our grading 
practices to ensure that we are effectively assessing and evaluating student progress in all 
standards. 

A.

What resources are provided to help teachers develop effective grading practices? Q.
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A.
Q. Does the Hartford Elementary use Empower? If yes, are there any changes planned 

for the 2020-2021 school year? 

No, Hartford Elementary does not utilize Empower and will not be implementing it in 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

A.
Q. What means of communication are used to communicate with parents?

Hartford Elementary utilizes a number of different avenues for communication, such as 
ClassDojo (school-wide and classroom), newsletters (school and classroom), email, and 
phone calls. 

FAQs  -  COMMUNICATION

A.

Q. What is the protocol for communicating with parents of students who are struggling 
academically? 

Hartford Elementary utilizes PBIS practices for students who are struggling socially. The 
process includes the PBIS and TAT teams working to identify interventions to implement for 
student success. Throughout this process, classroom teachers continue to communicate 
with parents/guardians to inform them of any progress or changes to student intervention.

A.

Q. What is the protocol for communicating with parents of students who are struggling 
socially? 

Hartford Elementary utilizes the RTI process for students who are struggling academically. 
The process includes the RTI and TAT teams working to identify interventions to implement 
for student success. Throughout this process, classroom teachers continue to communicate 
with parents/guardians to inform them of any progress or changes to instruction/intervention. 
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How does Hartford Elementary monitor whether the learning environment is 
detracting or contributing to student interest in learning? 

A.
Q.

Learning environments are constantly monitored by the classroom teacher. The classroom 
teacher observes student work and behavior to ensure learning and evaluates if there is a 
need for a change in any aspect of the environment to provide greater student success.

Is flexible seating used at Humboldt Elementary? If yes, why? 

A.
Q.

Yes, flexible seating is utilized at Hartford Elementary. Our classroom teachers have 
found that providing students the opportunity to move throughout their day enhances 
student learning. During whole group instruction, students are with the teacher (either in 
tables or on the carpet). They are also with their teacher during small group sessions. 
During independent practice, students have the opportunity to sit in a seat that best fits 
their ability to effectively learn and practice the skills they are working on.

As a parent, if I have concerns about my child’s/children’s learning, what steps can I 
take to communicate my concerns? 

A.
Q.

Hartford Elementary encourages parents/guardians to communicate with the classroom 
teacher (Dojo, email, or phone call) at the first sign of concern. The classroom teacher 
will be able to provide parents with information and data to assist with all concerns.

What are some collaborative steps I can take with teachers if I notice my child(ren) 
has/have a loss of interest in learning? 

A.
Q.

Keep lines of communication open. It’s very important to remember that families and 
school staff are a team in working with their children. We want to foster communication 
between both parties to ensure that our students are as successful as possible. 
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