

















FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
The following frequently asked questions are a result of the questions/

concerns brought forward by the Ad hoc Learning Committee

WEST CENTRAL  
HIGH SCHOOL

Dear West Central School Stakeholder:

In recent months the school district has been working to address questions and concerns related to 
student achievement presented to the West Central School Board in November of this school year. This 
process began with an Ad Hoc Learning Committee consisting of parents, teachers, administrators, and 
school board members. The ad hoc committee identified the most common questions/concerns as they 
relate to; personalized learning, standards-based grading, communication, student lack of interest in 
learning.

From that committee’s work, a Learning Advancement Committee was formed. This committee 
prioritized the most common questions/concerns identified by the ad hoc committee. This document of 
Frequently Asked Questions is the end result of this committee. Readers will find that each school has 
provided answers to the same set of questions.

This work has been collaborative and is inclusive of multiple stakeholders in the West Central School 
District. Through the discussions held in the two committees, teacher meetings, administrative 
meetings, and school board meetings we are reminded that we need to be reflective and transparent 
regarding the teaching and learning practices in our classrooms.

Teaching and learning practices at West Central are not defined by one approach, i.e. personalized 
learning, customized learning, differentiated learning. We strive to use practices that are research based, 
and reflective of best practices found in education. Research and professional development related to 
best practices at the district level is ongoing.

The collaborative work over the past few months is for the benefit of our students. Working together we 
will continue to provide our students an education that reflects the best of West Central.

Brad Berens

Superintendent – West Central School District
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Does the learning environment include personalized learning? 

WCHS does not, in general, use Personalized Learning. Teachers use a variety of teaching 
methods: Direct Instruction, cooperative learning, interactive reviews, kinesthetic learning, 
differentiated instruction, project-based, flipped classroom, small groups, inquiry-based, labs, 
and performance.

Q.
A.

Q. At the high school, are students allowed to retake tests? If yes, how does this help a 
student? 

A. Students are required to show improvement in learning before being allowed to re-assess. 
This may include additional review, study, and meeting with the teacher.  A different version 
of the original assessment is given. Reassessment gives students a chance to work 
individually with their teachers and learn information that previously was not mastered.

Students are graded on a percentage and letter grade.  Some teachers weight their grades 
(more weight on assessments/projects than on daily work).  Grades are reported at midterm 
and end of the quarter.  The only grades that appear on the HS transcript are semester 
grades.

A.
Q. How is student progress being tracked at WCHS? 

Q. Are changes in the learning environment being planned for 2020-2021 school year? 

A. No changes are planned. Instructional methods vary among teachers and classes - and 
that will continue.  

Q. At WCHS, what resources are teachers provided in order to help them develop 
effective learning environments? 

A.
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Teachers have a variety of resources and experiences to develop effective learning 
environments. They receive training through the on-line providers, read professional articles, 
collaborate with WC teachers through mentoring and Tuesday morning (9:00 A.M.) PLC 
meetings, conferences, and meet/visit with colleagues in other schools. Teachers are always 
looking for new resources to improve classroom experiences. 
















































WCHS uses a percentages to calculate grades, and represents these scores with a letter 
grade.  Assessment is based on content and curriculum alignment.A.
Do grading practices include standards-based grading (i.e. 1,2,3,4)? Q.

No changes are planned, so grading practices will remain the same.A.
What grading practices will be used for the 2020-2021 school year? Q.

Transition meetings are held with 8th graders and their parents in the Spring to explain the 
basics of freshmen year.  During back-to-school registration, parents are given information 
about grading practices and grading scale at the high school.  Teachers explain grading 
practices and the grading scale to HS students.  The HS counselor meets annually with 
students to explain their progress toward graduation requirements.

A.

How does WCHS help students and parents understand grading practices when students 
transition from elementary school to middle school, or middle school to high school? Q.

WCHS staff considers expectations from colleges, universities, tech schools, military, and 
potential employers to help teachers develop effective grading practices. Also, the WCHS 
staff looks at common practices among high schools and collaborates as a team to establish 
useful grading practices.


A.
What resources are provided to help teachers develop effective grading practices? Q.
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A.
Q. Does the high school use Empower? If yes, are there any changes planned for the 

2020-2021 school year? 

No, WCHS does not use Empower.  Infinite Campus is used to report grades.

A.
Q. What means of communication are used to communicate with parents?

• The most common practice of communicating with HS students and parents is through state/
school email. 

• Registration in August - WCHS provides information for parents including earning credits, ideas to 
help students be successful, behavior/discipline procedures, and responsible use of computers/
technology. 

• Personalized emails or letters will be sent to parents depending on the circumstance. 

• Teachers and coaches send text messages. 

• WCHS school counselor sends information throughout the year to parents about topics such as 
stress, vaping, or mental health. 

• WCHS counselor provides sessions and access to websites for parents to gain information about 
financial aid, scholarships, or social issues.  https://amylupkes.wixsite.com/amylupkes 

• Teachers send emails to parents and students about upcoming assignments, tests, study options, 
deadlines, volunteer opportunities, and activity schedules. Depending on the content, these 
emails go out sometimes on a weekly basis, some messages are sent at the beginning/end of 
every unit, and some notices are sent at unit/quarter/semester tests.  

• District website and newsletters and social media 

FAQs  -  COMMUNICATION

A.

Q. What is the protocol for communicating with parents of students who are struggling 
academically? 

Communication methods for students who are struggling social include parent/teacher emails, 
phone calls, and conferences. 

A.

Q. What is the protocol for communicating with parents of students who are struggling 
socially? 

Parent/teacher emails, phone calls, and conferences.  Missing assignments information to 
specific parents every Thursday.  Grades are tracked and communicated formally at midterm 
and end of each quarter.  Ongoing communication occurs (phone or email) from admin, 
counselor, and teachers.  Activities Director contacts academically ineligible students and their 
parents.  NWEA results are shared with students and parents following each testing session.
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How does the high school monitor whether the learning environment is detracting or 
contributing to student interest in learning? 

A.
Q.

Teachers evaluate their environment, provide a variety of learning options, and use a variety 
of teaching methods.  Student interest is evaluated based on participation and achievement.

Is flexible seating used at WCHS? If yes, why? 

A.
Q.

A variety of seating arrangements are used: desks, tables/chairs, work stations.

As a parent, if I have concerns about my child’s/children’s learning, what steps can I 
take to communicate my concerns? 

A.
Q.

Parents should email or call the classroom teacher. If additional help is needed, parents can 
contact the counselor or principal.

What are some collaborative steps I can take with teachers if I notice my child(ren) 
has/have a loss of interest in learning? 

A.
Q.

Parents should contact teachers, counselor, or principal through an email or a phone call.  
Together, involved adults can brain storm ideas to assist a student with motivational ideas.  
Parents (and their teen) can meet with HS staff.
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